
mander in Chief proved to live 

up to the hopes of many who 

listened.  

      Today, the people of the 

United States watch and wait, 

with their eyes and hearts, to-

gether with those of many coun-

tries around the world, turned 

towards the promised change 

that President Barack Obama 

now has an obligation to fulfill. 

The question now lingering to 

many Americans is whether 

these promises will be granted. 

Will President Obama live up to 

his reputation as the man who 

will bring great change to the 

United States of America? He 

has his skeptics for sure, but for 

the sake of the future of the 

United States, we certainly hope 

he can! 

 

     The patience of American citi-

zens across the country was satisfied 

when President Barack Obama, 

source of much eager anticipation, 

was sworn in as the forty-fourth 

President of the United States.  

      The morning of January 20, 2009 

brought with it a wave of excitement 

and hope to the multitudes of specta-

tors crowded on the streets of down-

town Washington D.C..  Estimates of 

this elated crowd have soared as high 

as 1.8 million. President Barack 

Obama was scheduled to take the 

oath of office at noon that Tuesday. 

Chief Justice John Roberts was given 

the honor of swearing in the Presi-

dent, a new experience for the young  

Chief Justice. Anxious Americans 

joined together around the U.S. Capi-

tol and their television sets to witness 

this historic event.  

       Following the oath of office, our 

new President delivered an inspira-

tional Inaugural Address. ñToday 

I say to you that the challenges 

we face are real. They are serious 

and they are many. They will not 

be met easily or in a short span of 

time. But know this America :  

   Is This the Change We Need? 

 

They will be met.ò At this, great 

applause was aroused in the 

hearts of those who have em-

braced the reality of Americaôs 

current state. President Barack 

Obamaôs first words as Com-

     The Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation, the worldõs richest 
philanthropic organization 
bankrolled by the worldõs richest 
man, wants to use òsmalló to 
transform Americaõs public 
schools.  In fact, Gates has made 
small schools the biggest and 
hottest school reform in educa-
tion today. 

     Americaõs public schools are 
indeed crumbling, and part of 
the reason, as realized by Gates, 

is the size.  Empirical data has 
shown that there is a significant 
correlation between size of 
classrooms and schools and the 
ability of students to achieve 
high levels of learning.  Larger 
environments, typical of most 
public schools, and sadly, many 
private schools, do little to en-
courage higher standards of 
learning.   

     The òThree Rõsó essential to a 
small school:  academic Rigor, 

courses Relevant to a studentõs 
life, and meaningful Relation-
ships, are all facilitated by a 
small school environment.   

     Veritas seeks to take Mr. 
Gates initiative, and adapt it to 
the Christian community.  Many 
Christian schools begin with 
ògood intentions,ó however, after 
a while, they become nothing 
more than òChristianizedó ver-
sions of public institutions.                      
(Continued on page 3) 
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Veritas students, Caleb Elgut, Tim 
Folsom, Justin Hernandez, Benjamin 
Rhoads, and Andrew Talbot, attended 
the seminar, and were very impressed 
and encouraged by what the students 
spoke about.  Benjamin Rhoads com-
mented, òIt was pretty cool to hear 
about the different positions available 
in the medical field, and it made me 
realize how difficult it really is to get 
into medical school.ó  All of the stu-
dents had a great time and stayed 
after to interact with the medical stu-
dents and ask questions.   The  Veri-
tas students were grateful to the 
EVMS students for taking time out of 
their very busy schedule to speak 
about their future professions with 
the next generation.  It was indeed an 
encouraging night for anyone who is 
seeking to pursue a career in the field 
of medicine. 

The theme of Februaryõs Medical Ex-
plorers program, meeting on Wednes-
day, Feb. 18, is pathology.  This 
should prove to be very interesting, 
as the students will be spending time 
in the anatomy labs, observing vari-
ous diseased body parts 

On January 21, Eastern Vir-
ginia Medical School opened its 
doors to high school students inter-
ested in careers in the medical field.  
The theme of Januaryõs Medical Ex-
plorers Program was Career Op-
portunities in Medicine.  During the 
event, students representing a vari-
ety of fields of medicine presented 
themselves.  These men and women 
discussed a variety  of  fields of 
medicine available, and what a high 
school student should be doing 
now, if he or she wishes to pursue a 
career in one of the disciplines.  
The students from EVMS present 
represented many medical pro-
grams offered by EVMS, including:  
Nursing, MD (Medical Doctor), PA 
(Physicianõs Assistant), EMT / 
Paramedic, Emergency Medicine, 
Medical Masters, and Nurse Practi-
tioner. 

     Veritas Students Explore Careers in Medicine 

By Andrew Talbot 

January / February Pics. 

                   MLK Jr. Day, 2009:  A Day To Reflect 

       Every year our nation celebrates the 
federal holiday Martin Luther King Jr. Day. 
This day has little effect on most working 
Americans, aside from the fact that they get 
the day off with pay.  For many, this is a 
mistaken view.  The life of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., played a large role in helping to 
shape American history. As an African 
American Baptist minister, he held a passion 
to secure progress on civil rights.  For such 
passion, MLK Day, as it has become known, 
is celebrated every year on January 15th, the 
date of his birth.  Today, it celebrates the 
diversity we share in America. 

      Martin Luther King Jr., was an eloquent 
black Baptist minister, who, from the middle 
1950s until his assassination in April 1968, 
led the first mass civil rights movement in 
United States history.  Perseverance and 
patience drove Martin Luther King Jr. to suc-
cess in fighting for civil rights and racial 
equality. He grew up an African-American in 
the South, and faced discrimination, con-
demnation, and bigotry, because of his race.  
After years of hardships, enduring much 
persecution, he was successful in helping 
the Federal Government pass the first major 
reform of civil rights in America since the 

end of the Civil War.  The Civil Rights Act, 
passed in 1964, increased the rights and 
freedoms of African-Americans, and paved 
the way for further desegregation through-
out the 1960s and 70s.  King achieved world-
wide recognition in 1964, when he was 
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for his appli-
cation of the principle of non-violent resis-
tance.  He was only 35 at the time! 

      As we weave our way through the 21st 
century, we celebrate the heritage and diver-
sity of Americaõs African American  

                (continued on page 3) 

By  Hillary Wright & Cassidy Cicchetto 

      Elementary Students Enjoy the Living Museum 


