
Frightfully, this crisis has 
begun to hit closer to home 
with the development of this 
trade beginning to spill 
across the border. It is esti-
mated by digitaljournal.com 
that over 200 Americans have 
already fallen victim, losing 
their lives as a result of the 
brutality of the trade. Border 
states, such as California and 
Texas, have the clearest view 
of this. President Barack 
Obama is considering the 
option of deploying the Na-
tional Guard in order to con-
tain violence at the border. 
The United States is anxious 
to know how far this crisis 
will penetrate into this coun-
try.  
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 Fearful spirits are being awak-
ened as the conflict of the Mexi-
can drug war is racing to fresh 
heights. Minds are drifting to the 
many affected cities in Mexico, 
while the world is waiting to wit-
ness what will occur next. The 
eyes of spectators across the 
nations have wandered toward the 
predicament of Mexicoõs citizens. 

A war has ensued over the years 
between the Mexican government 
and the countryõs drug gangs. 
According to the Huffington Post, 
these gangs have been smuggling 
heroin, Columbian cocaine, mari-
juana, and methamphetamine 
throughout their routes. Also 
noted in the Huffington Post, the 
struggles and violence of this 
predicament have resulted in 
7,000 deaths over the past 2 
years. The President of Mexico, 
Felipe Calderon, has begun to 

take action in an effort to put 
an end to this trade. His de-
ployment of soldiers through-
out Mexico has shown that he 
takes the threat of this war 
seriously. Jorge Chabat, a 
knowledgeable expert on drug 

trafficking, has said in regards 
to the President, òThe major 
gains are not what Calderon 
has gotten, but what he has 
avoided.ó Despite his dili-
gence, however, the war with 
these drug gangs is presently 
on-going.  

  Weed Whacker Woman is on 
the loose. She is a threat at 
large, savagely running many 
people through with her weed 
whacker, and flinging basket-
balls at innocent and harmless 
children with her catapults. 
Justin Hernandez, with the use 
of only physics, must determine 
which one of Weed Whacker 
Womanõs catapults knocked off 
the innocent girl, and find her 
killer. Justin successfully used 
an equation, solved the crime, 

and pinned it on Weed Whacker 
Woman. 

The Veritas physics class got to 
take a break from the normal 
grind and make films.  The stu-
dents involved broke up into 
groups, and was instructed to 
be creative and create any sce-
nario, as long as it presented a 
problem which can be solved 
through physics. They had to 
calculate problems involving 
mathematical formulas for ve-

locity, displacement, accelera-
tion, time, and range.  It was no 
easy task, as each group of stu-
dents spent many hours sacri-
ficing their time over several 
weekends. 

There were many highlights 
from the student films. In one 
film, Sophomore Rachel Bier-
stecker got steamrolled by a 
car.     
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Late in the afternoon, some of the stu-
dents, tired of skiing, headed, via shuttle 
bus, to the Wintergreen Tube Park for 
some real fun riding down the mountain.   

As the sun began to set on a great day of 
skiing and snowboarding, the students 
boarded the bus back to Veritas.  Tired, 
the ride back was more serene than the 
one up.  The time on the bus was abridged, 
as the families settled back in their seats 
and was privileged to a double feature 
consisting of Prince Caspian and Horton 
Hears a Who. 

All in all it was a great day and a great 
experience, especially for first time skiers.  
When asked about the experience, 5th 
grade student Abigail Elgut summed it up, 
òSkiing... it was a breeze!  I had a blast!ó  
That about sums it up. 

On February 27, a group of Veritas stu-
dents, along with their friends and fami-
lies, trekked to the Wintergreen Ski Re-
sort in Nellysford, Virginia, for a day of 
hitting the slopes.  Those who attended 
had the opportunity to ski or snow-
board their way through the mountains 
of the western Virginia ski resort.  

The Veritas bus pulled out at 4:30 am, 
and arrived at its destination at about 
9:00 am.  Many of those in attendance 
had never skied, but by the enthusiasm 
on the bus that morning, they were all 
rearing to go.  As the bus arrived, eve-
ryone bolted for rentals, where they 
were fitted with skis and snowboards; 
then, off to ski school, or, for the dar-
ing, straight to the slopes. 

There were many trails open, ranging in 
difficulty from green circles, the easiest, 
to black diamonds, the most challeng-
ing.  There were a few decent restau-
rants on the mountain, and plenty of 
coffee and hot chocolate to go around.  
Though the weather was predicted to be 
severe, the conditions were pretty fa-
vorable.  A slight rain and drizzle in the 
late morning gave forth to a thick fog in 
the afternoon, which made for fun ski-
ing.  The snow was mostly packed and 
smooth, with a little slush and ice in 
some spots, especially later in the day.   

Skiing and snowboarding were not the 
only sports on the dayõs itinerary, as 
other families tried out the Tubing Park.     

     Dashing Through the Snow...at Wintergreen   

By Andrew Talbot 
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                  Veritas Students Take 2nd in ODU Engineering 
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As daily developments occur throughout 
the course of this horrific conflict, those 
involved, those who can relate, and those 
who are sympathetic , have become joined 
together.  Hearts are hopeful as people 
across the world await the end of this coun-
tryõs current trial. Only time will tell what is 
in store for Mexico. 

 

    Veritasõ Physics and Middle School students 
were given the opportunity to tour ODUõs Engi-
neering Building on Friday, February 13th. 
Throughout the tour the students learned of the 
many different aspects that engineering parallels 
with their daily lives.  

At ODU, the students were strongly encouraged 
by the professors to work hard and dream of 
perusing a field within the many areas engineer-
ing has to offer. The students discovered that 
without the brilliant minds of engineers, much of 
what we enjoy in our society would cease.  We 
wouldnõt have cars, planes, bridges, tunnels, 
roads, buildings, television, cell phones, and 
much of what makes us an advanced civilization, 
if it wasnõt for engineering. Much of our entertain-
ment owes itself to engineering:  Roller coasters, 
video games, and amusement parks are all owing 

to engineers. Many parents would agree that 
video games are a waste of time, but to teens, not 
only do they increase eye-hand coordination, 
have allowed medical the opportunity to equip 
themselves with experience.  

The day after the students visited ODU, three 
middle school students participated in an Engi-
neering Competition.  Charlie Allen, Connor 
Baker and David Elgut took the opportunity to 
learn and practice engineering, and represented 
Veritas. The day was a success.  As a teem, they 
took second place in the Engineering Olympics, 
competing against 24 other schools and, indi-
vidually, won events as well. Some of the events 
included an egg drop and a paper air plane toss.  
The big winner of the day, though, was Charlie 
Allen, who took home $150 for winning 2nd in the 
Egg Drop, as well as the Paper Airplane Toss. 

                  By  Cassidy Cicchetto 

      Veritas Students Enjoy Skiing at Wintergreen 


