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On Friday, September 19, 
the first through sixth grad-
ers took part in a long tradi-
tion of sharing stories across 
generations, at the fourth 
annual Colonial Williams-
burg Storytelling Festival.  
The purpose of this event 
was to remind the students 
of the critical importance 
everyday citizens played in 

the struggle for freedom 
throughout the history of the 
United States. Many of the 
concepts brought forth in the 
stories spun were principles 
at the heart of American 
democracy:  a love for his-
tory, a love for stories, as 
well as laughter. According 

to Mrs. Elgut, who chaper-
oned the trip, the storytellers 
captured the audience 
through music, animation, 

inflection of voice, and a 
very apparent love for the 
stories they were telling.   

Many of the featured story-
tellers were nationally and 
internationally known.  Ac-
cording to Mrs. Elgut, a fa-
vorite storyteller, Bobby 
Norfolk, took popular stories 
(The Tortoise and the Hare, 
the Three Billy Goats) and 
set them to contemporary 
music, while capturing the 
students imagination with 
his animated style and voice.  
This was the fourth year for 
the Storytelling Festival  and 
the first year Veritas has 
participated in it.  We look 
forward to returning next 
year. 

Tensions are rising as the race 
for President sparks the sup-
port of many across the 
United States.  With the addi-
tion of Governor Sarah Palin 
of Alaska to the GOP ticket, 
as the vice-presidential candi-
date, the Conservative base of 
the party has something to 
cheer about.   

Ac c or d in g  t o  n ews -

press.com, on September 21, 
2008, an estimated sixty-
thousand potential voters 
flocked to hear GOP presi-
dential candidate John 
McCain and Gov. Palin speak 
at a GOP rally in Orlando, 
Florida.   

Closer to home, VCA is 
showing its support through 
volunteer student-interns.  

Justin Hernandez, Tim Fol-
som, Caleb Elgut and Philip 
Zollos are spending their af-
ternoons, three days a week, 
at the Republican Headquar-
ters in Great Bridge.  Work-
ing for  both John McCain, as 
well as Representative Randy 
Forbes, the young men have 
been performing various tasks�
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 War Stories, host, Lt. Col. Oliver North 

 

On Friday, September 12, Veritas Junior, 
Caleb Elgut had the privilege of meeting 
a true American hero, Lieutenant 
Colonel Oliver North.  Lt. Col. North is 
a combat-decorated Marine, a best-
selling author, a syndicated columnist, 
and the host of War Stories on the FOX 
News Channel.  His awards for combat 
include the Silver Star, the Bronze Star 
for valor and two Purple Hearts for 
wounds in combat.  Assigned to the 
National Security Council Staff in the 
Reagan administration, Lt. Col. North 
was the United States government’s 
counter-terrorism coordinator from 1983-
1986.  He was involved in planning the 
rescue of 804 medical students on the 
Island of Grenada and played a major 
role in the capture of the hijackers of the 
cruise ship Achille Lauro.  President 
Reagan has described North as an 
American Hero. 

Caleb, along with Mr. Dalmas and Mr. 
Elgut, was invited to represent Veritas at 
an Executive Leaders Luncheon, held at 
the Founders Inn in Virginia Beach.  In 
celebration of Regent University’s 30th 
Anniversary, Lt. Col. Oliver North was 
the guest of honor at this luncheon, 
hosted by Regent Chancellor, Pat 
Robertson.  In his presentation entitled 
“The Greatest Challenge Facing 
America,” Col. North discussed why 
terrorism remains America’s greatest 
challenge as we move into the 21st 

Century.   The discussion included four 
elements, Courage, Integrity, Situational 
Awareness, and Compassion, necessary 
for keeping America secure and 
combating terrorism, as well as how we, 
as Americans, can apply these vital 
leadership skills to our own lives.  The 
forum was also used to memorialize 
those who died for the cause of 
American freedom, both on September 
11, 2001, and thereafter in conflicts in 
Iraq and Afghanistan.   

According to Caleb, during the luncheon, 
Col. North challenged us to be 
unashamed of our faith and unashamed 
to stand up and profess it.  This, 
according to North, along with courage, 
integrity, situational awareness, as well 
as compassion, is why our military 
should be regarded as heroes, the likes 
of which we have never seen... It is these 
qualities that separate our military from 
those of the rest of the world, according 
to North, and It is these qualities which 
separate Americans from the rest of the 
world.   

   Caleb Elgut meets with Oliver North 

 

Caleb added, It was an awesome 
experience.  You have few opportunities 
in life to meet a real hero, and actually 
speak with him, yet, as Col. North put it, 
our America is full of them…because our 
nation is full of those who have fought 
and will fight for freedom. ��
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Did you spend nights in August staying 
up late watching the games of the XXIX 
Olympics?  Two students at Veritas were 
watching passionately as they could not 
help but expand their own athletic 
dreams:  Anna Elgut, a competitive gym-
nast, and Christopher Olson, who swims 
both for Veritas, as well as the YMCA. 

Anna has been involved in gymnastics 
for the past six and a half years.  She 
calls Hurricane Gymnastics home, and is 
currently a level 7 gymnast.   

 

Shawn Johnson 

& Nastia Liukin  

Take Gold &  

Silver In Beijing 

 

 

Anna’s goal this year, move up to level 
8.  Her favorite events are the balance 
beam and the uneven bars.  Anna has 
been competitive for the past 4 years, 
and this January, will be competing in a 
televised national event at Disney’s 
Wide World of Sports, in Orlando, Flor-
ida.  Anna was inspired by  Olympic 
gymnast, Shawn Johnson.  Johnson won 
four medals in Beijing.  She was favored 
to win the all around, but came up short 
to her teammate, Nastia Liukin, who   
took the gold.  Anna’s most memorable 
moment was when Johnson won gold on 
the balance beam.  This was one of the 
final events she competed in and finally 
landed the elusive gold.  Anna thought 
Johnson was amazing, perfect, and a 
hard worker. 

Christopher Olson has been swimming 
most of his life.   
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Perseverance, patience, and hope.  
These are traits we all desire.  Fresh-
man, Jonathan Turner,  is a young man 
already deeply embedded in these char-
acters.   

This student’s story began 
last February.  Often he 
would find himself misun-
derstanding his friends 
while they spoke with him.  
Was he losing his hearing?  
What was happening?  A 
month later his parents re-
ceived the devastating news 
that their son, Jonathan, 
suffered kidney failure.  It 
was linked to a rare genetic disorder 
called Alport Syndrome.  The disorder 
causes a loss of hearing and vision at a 
young age, and eventually kidney fail-
ure.  Jonathan’s life was at risk and 
every moment was precious to him and 
his family.  He was immediately admit-
ted to CHKD and placed on dialysis, as 
he waited for a donor kidney. 

Throughout this heartbreaking time, the 
Lord was providing.  Many school 
families were praying and graciously 
preparing meals for the Turners.  Con-
cerned friends contacted the hospital, 
offering to donate one of their kidneys, 
should they be a match.   

After a torturous four month period of 
time, the Turners received the answer to 
prayer they had been waiting for.  The 

Lord had provided a donor whose blood 
and kidney type was closer to Jona-
than’s than any other person yet to be 
interviewed and tested, including fam-
ily.   

Soon after they had re-
ceived this wonderful news, 
Rob Turner, Jonathan’s 
father, took his youngest 
son Daniel to his Sunday 
school class.  The teacher, 
Laura Kaczmarek, walked 
up to them and asked Rob if 
he was Jonathan’s father.  
She then    went on to ex-
plain to him that she was 

the donor.  His only response to this 
wonderful news was, “Thank You! 
Thank You! Thank You!”  Though 
Laura attended the same church as the 
Turners, the two never met, and in fact, 
she had discovered Jonathan’s plight 
only via en e-mail she received second 
hand.  Many are grateful for Laura 
Kaczmarek’s willingness to help a 
stranger in a life-threatening situation.   

Early August, Jonathan Turner received 
a new kidney, and a new lease on life. 
Both he and Laura are doing well, and 
on September 30, 2008, he returned to 
school.  What an inspiration to us all, to 
persevere and trust God through all 
situations, no matter how difficult they 
may be.  Jonathan Turner, your class 
applauds you!   
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ranging from computer processing and 
making phone calls to polling perspec-
tive voters, to outright stumping for the 
candidates.  When asked why he volun-
teers, Caleb Elgut replied, “I am volun-
teering because I want to be part of the 
McCain campaign and am very excited 
about the upcoming election.  Volunteer 
work also earns credit for college.  Plus, 
if you volunteer for the campaign, you 
get the first tickets given out to attend a 

rally when John McCain and Sarah 
Palin visit Hampton Roads.” 

Another way Veritas is showing its sup-
port is seen in the willingness of the 
10th-12th grade students to venture out 
to local polling precincts on Election 
Day.  These students will be providing 
information about the candidates, such 
as their stances on the major issues, to 
those who show up at the polls.  This 
information will be especially beneficial 

to the independent and undecided voter, 
by providing them a more educated 
perspective on the candidates prior to 
voting.   

What a great opportunity for the stu-
dents at Veritas to be part of the politi-
cal process and part of a historical 
event, one of the most important cam-
paigns in the history of the United 
States.     
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He began swimming competitively last 
year at Veritas and plans to return.  His 
favorite strokes are the butterfly and free-
style.  Michael Phelp’s amazing perform-
ance in Beijing encouraged Christopher to 
continue on two teams:  Veritas, as well 
as the YMCA.  His favorite moment in 
the Olympics, the “fingernail-final,” when  
Phelps took the gold, his third, in the 
100m fly by 1/100 of a second.  One of 
Christopher’s goals is to break his own 
records from last year and score a per-
sonal best. 
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Cassidy Cicchetto 
Shaun Kerzel 
Alyssa Martin 

Benjamin Rhoads 
Andrew Snow 
Andrew Talbot 
Seth Warnecke 
Hillary Wright 
Phillip Zollos 

Editor:  Mr. Elgut 
 
NOTE:  The Verbum, is a monthly newspaper 
by the students of Veritas Christian Acad-
emy.  Anyone who wishes  to submit an arti-
cle, may do so by the second Monday of the 
month.   Please submit your article to any 
member of the Verbum staff. 
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On a Saturday morning, last spring, four students from Veritas participated in the preliminary round for the Battle of the Brains competition, at Prin-cess Anne High School.  The students, Caleb Elgut, Tim Folsom, Justin Hernandez, and Emerson Zollos, left the competition that morning with little knowledge of the results.  About two weeks later they were excited to find out that out of 150 qualifying teams, they were ranked eleventh.  This seeded them in a good spot for the competition in the fall. 
Battle of the Brains is a regional high school quiz show, created in 1975, where each year students from all over Virginia face off against each other to try to win scholarship and become the regional champ, and then, hope-fully, achieve the coveted  title of state champion.  The show has a “Jeopardy-styled”  format and tests the competitors’  knowledge of history, science, math, as well as pop culture.  It airs on WAVY 10 on Saturdays, at 10 a.m. 
On October 6, Team Veritas will face off against Poquoson High School.  Last year Poquoson placed 2nd in the Southeastern Division, and placed high in the preliminaries.  In preparation, Coach Elgut has organized weekly meetings and practices with the team.  This year’s team consists of Caleb Elgut, Tim Folsom, Justin Hernandez, Alyssa Martin, Benjamin Rhoads, Andrew Talbot, Jessica Waite, and Phillip Zollos.  This promises to be an exciting match up, so sure to watch the show when it airs on December 20, on WAVY 10. 
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Mr. Jack Rhoads 

Mr. Kevin Beethoven 

Mr. George Grigg 

Mr. Spencer Hull 

Mr. John Bierstecker 

Mr. Phil Pitsielis 

Mr. Robert Hill 
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areas.  Through their hard work, the 
Joy Club has brought the school  
closer to its goal of attaining play-
ground equipment.  The founding 
members of this organization, Mrs. 
Donna Beethoven, Mrs. Rhondalynn 
Linger, Mrs. Carmela Houser, Mrs. 
Karen Smith, Mrs. Andrea Robertson, 
and Mrs. Julie Ogle, have all toiled 
extremely hard behind the scenes to 
make Veritas a better place, as they 
have already brought in over $2,500 
through creative fundraising efforts, 
most of which require little in the way 
of selling.  Additionally, through the 
Joy Club, Veritas was able to acquire 
a $15,000 playground from a local 
church for a $500 donation.   
      
As Veritas looks toward the future, it 
is exciting to note that for 2009 there 
are plans for growth, which include 

Our New Playground, Courtesy of the 
Veritas Parent Association 

 
The 2008-09 school year has certainly 
started strong.  The addition of a par-
ent association has been a tremendous 
blessing, and as its name implies, it 
really is joyful.  The VCA Joy Club 
exists to support the administration of 
Veritas through both prayer and rais-
ing funds which will enable the 
school to grow in excellence in all 

the addition of two double-wide trail-
ers for the rear of the building, as well  
as possession of the 2 acre field adja-
cent to the school.  The trailers will 
provide a place for interim growth, as 
the lunchroom will be moved out of 
the main building and into one of the 
trailers.  They will also provide Veri-
tas with additional classrooms for 
expansion.  With the help of the par-
ent association, the adjacent field, 
which Veritas is already enjoying, 
seeks to contain a track, bleachers, 
soccer goals, and a baseball backstop.  
 
Veritas is truly an exciting place.  
From this student’s perspective, we 
look forward to watching it grow in 
character and reputation, and truly 
become a Christ like example to oth-
ers of what a classical Christian 
school should truly be. 
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