
three teams.  

Some cooked, some cleaned 
and some built shelters, to be 
used as gathering places for 
Bible school, prayer meetings 
and worship services.  Many 
children were affected by the 
meetings held in the struc-
tures.  They would go for 
prayer to receive the Lord, 
and then return the next day 
bringing their parents.  Each 
evening the team would dis-
cuss the plans for the next 
day, as well as pray.   

During their eighteen day 
stay, they gave out over 200 
pairs of shoes and shirts that 
had been donated.  Andrew 
and his team found it hard to 
leave.  Many friendships had 
been made; therefore, many 
tears were shed.  The team’s 
trip was very successful and 
they hope to return next sum-
mer.  

 

Last July, Andrew Snow, a 
sophomore at Veritas Christian 
Academy, went on a mission’s trip 
to Fiji. Fiji is an island nation 
located in the South Pacific.  An-
drew went with a team of twenty-
six others from Rock Church of 
Virginia Beach.  This was their 
third trip to the island nation, with 
the hope of bringing needed care 
and the message of salvation to 
the natives.   

Starting in March, Andrew began 
raising money for the trip.  He 
worked hard at his church, paint-
ing, working at the church café, 
and holding car washes.  Though 
he labored long, a few weeks be-
fore the trip, Andrew realized he 
did not have enough funds to 
cover his journey to Fiji.  This did 
not stop him, and instead of wor-
rying about finances, he prayed.  
Through prayer, Andrew  re-
ceived the balance of the funds, in 
the guise of finance support from 
friends and relatives.  

When the group arrived on 
the island, a parade of 

natives greeted them excit-
edly at the airport, and 
helped them load their 
luggage on vans.  Most 
islanders in Fiji are very 
poor and their homes are 
nothing more than small 
concrete boxes.  Andrew’s 
group was divided into 

As Election Day hastens 
closer and closer, both par-
ties are putting their hearts 
into hopeful campaigning. On 
Monday, October 13, 2008, the 
Virginia Beach Convention 
Center was honored with an 
appearance from Senator 
John McCain of Arizona and 
Governor Sarah Palin of 
Alaska.  

     This pivotal day of cam-
paigning was kicked off with 
the well-known theme from  
“Rocky,” as McCain and Palin 
entered the Convention Cen-
ter with much pomp and cir-
cumstance. Country singing 
legend, Hank Williams Jr., 
pumped up the crowd with 
some down-home country-
rock, and then proceeded to 
introduce Virginia’s honored 

guests. Throughout the 
speeches, rousing cheers of 
“John McCain! John McCain!” 
and “Drill baby, drill!” could 
be heard resounding from 
wall to wall.   

A point of encouragement in 
Governor Palin’s speech was 
the adamant statement that, “ 

(Continued on page 3)  

Andrew Snow, Fiji Bound 
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On October 7, on a Tuesday, a small restau-
rant in Virginia Beach, The Jewish Mother, 
hosted the Dance, RAWR, Dance 2 tour. 
They consisted of four bands that all shared 
the same style of music, electronic and 
Christian alternative rock. Veritas students 
Tim Folsom, Justin Hernandez, and Andrew 
Talbot went that evening to see the concert. 
Though many bands were to play, they were 
especially anticipating the Christian band 
Family Force 5. 

The first band to play was Ultraviolet Sound. 
They were mediocre, at best, and had an 
annoying techno-pop style. Danger Radio 
sounded better and had some pretty cool 
songs. After them, Play Radio Play per-
formed and wasn’t very good.  

Fortunately, the headline band, Family Force 
5 preformed next and was amazingly good.   
The whole crowd enjoyed the hour in which 
they played. The $14 ticket price was finally 
worth the money.  The headline band, Family 
Force 5, got the most enthusiasm from the 
crowd and definitely deserved it.  

They are a Christian band from Atlanta, 

 the privilege of being one of the select                
64 schools to compete. 

Team Veritas, coached by Mr. Elgut, was 
the second team to compete that day.  As 
they awaited their time to be in the spot-
light, the team anxiously watched a live 
taping of Cox High School taking on 
Menchville, prior to their seating.  It was a 
close match, with Cox edging out a vic-
tory.  The competition for Veritas began 
later than anticipated, as the format of the 
show was changed this year and created a 
small delay.  The wait only served to 
heighten the anticipation.   

With only four weeks to prepare for com-
petition , Team Veritas, consisting of all 
Juniors: Team Captain, Caleb Elgut, Jes-
sica Waite, Justin Hernandez, and Timothy 
Folsom, went on ready to do battle. 

Clearly the underdogs and up against last 
years semi-final winning team, Poquoson, 
the students battled it out and did their 
best, and were dealt a defeat with a score 
of 70 against Poquoson’s  115.  The differ-
ence in score amounted to a 4 question 
lead by Team Poquoson, and of course a 
victory.   

 

  
Each of the band members have unique 
names, like Soul Glow Activatur, Crouton, 
Phatty, Chapstique, and NaDaddy. 

               The crowd was very energetic and 
some people had some interesting costumes. 
One person made a robot suit out of alumi-
num foil, and was even given a nod from 
Family Force 5’s lead singer. Someone else 
donned a Viking hat, and Justin Hernandez 
wore his Hulk gloves. In the crowd there 
were several from churches in the area, a few 
students from Veritas, and many other peo-
ple, all crowded in the restaurant’s back 
area. Everyone was most enthusiastic for 
Family Force 5. The concert as a whole had a 
very upbeat feel to it, and provided a fun and 
exciting night for all who went youth groups 
from churches in the area, a few students 
from Veritas, and many other people, all 
crowded in the restaurant’s back area. Eve-
ryone was most enthusiastic for Family 
Force 5. The concert as a whole had a very 
upbeat feel to it, and provided a fun and ex-
citing night for all who went   

Dance, RAWR, Dance! 
By Andrew Talbot 

Battle of the Brains : A Well Fought Fight 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Team Veritas Ready to do battle 

On October 6, 2008, a small group of 
students from Veritas Christian Acad-
emy left the campus at 12:00 noon, for a 
visit to WAVY Studios in downtown 
Portsmouth.  They visited the studios, 
but unlike many school groups, it was 
not for the studio tour.  The group were 
guests on the Battle of the Brains quiz 
show, a weekly high school quiz bowl, 
hosted and moderated by WAVY News 
anchor,  Stephanie Harris.  Battle of the 
Brains, the only televised academic 
quiz show for high schools in Central 
and Southeastern Virginia, draws from 
over 200 schools,  with Veritas having .   

By Cassidy Cicchetto 

Team Veritas fought hard, but many years 
of team competition experience on the  
side of Poquoson clearly worked against 
Veritas.  The bright side of the day was 
that Veritas did compete, and up against a 
formidable opponent, and clearly held 
their own.  Commenting on their defeat, 
Caleb Elgut stated, “We were seeded 
against one of the strongest teams in the 
league.  This was our first time.  We knew 
that.  We went in just with the goal of do-
ing  our best.  I believe we did just that,  
Sure we made some mistakes, but our 
focus should be learning from those, so 
that next year, we can do better.  Aca-
demic quiz shows are really a toss up, 
you never know what category you get, 
but through practice and team work, I 
believe we will be back next year, and will 
be competitive.”   

 Mr. Elgut, the team coach, will continue to 
work with the students throughout the 
year, with hopes of hosting his own quiz 
show this spring and inviting other area 
schools to participate and compete, in 
what is being called the Veritas Bowl, 
tentatively planned to be held at Regent 
University.  

On December 6, 2008, a few 
chosen 5th grade students 
will represent Veritas in the 
2nd Chesapeake Freedom 
Challenge.  Team Veritas is 
seeking to defend its title, 
won last year, by Juniors 
Caleb Elgut, Tim Folsom, 
and Justin Hernandez (as 
well as graduating senior 
Aaron Warnecke, and Jona-
than Hewitt).  This year’s 
team will be slightly differ-
ent, as it will include only 
fifth grade students.   

Like treasure hunters on 
NBC, public and private 
school students will battle it 
out for a grand prize as they 
rediscover the Battle of 
Great Bridge, 1775.   

Keep us in prayer as we 
prepare. 

Chesapeake Free-
dom Challenge 

  By Mr. Elgut 



Arriving at around 6:15 AM, 
these dedicated students be-
gan passing out stickers and 
signs to the crowd. Headmas-
ter Mr. Elgut, as well as Mrs. 
Elgut, were also on hand, 
working alongside John 
McCain’s press organizer, 
ensuring the media, both local 
and national, were not only 
cared for, but also monitored.   
In addition, Middle School 
students, Tess Folsom and 
Anna Elgut were also on hand 
to cheer on the candidates.    

     When asked why he offered 
his time and how the speech 
affected him, Andrew Talbot 
responded, “I want to help 

  “There is only one man in 
this race who has ever really 
fought for you.” 

Faithful Veritas students, in-
terning at the Republican 
headquarters in Chesapeake 
this fall, Justin Hernandez, Tim 
Folsom, Andrew Talbot, and 
Caleb Elgut, spent the day 
serving the party’s cause at 
the rally. Training for the 
event began the day before, as 
the students were greeted by 
Virginia Beach Congress-
woman Thelma Drake at the 
Convention Center, and given 
their assignments for Mon-
day’s occasion.   

John McCain win the elec-
tion….It made me more confi-
dent that McCain is the right 
choice.” After enjoying re-
served seating during the 
actual speeches, they ended 
the day controlling the flow of  
those exiting. As a result of 
their hard work, these stu-
dents have been invited to the 
Inauguration of John McCain 
and Sarah Palin, should they 
win on November 4th.    

Close to Home, A Word of Encouragement  
(Continued from page 1) 

        
  Tess Folsom and Anna Elgut Get Ready     To Rally for John McCain & Sarah Palin  

 

 

 

Table tennis has sparked the interest of 

many Veritas students. Mr. Weber, a Veritas par-

ent and competitive table tennis player, has gra-

ciously volunteered to coach a Veritas team. The 

sport plans to get  underway the second week in 

November. If you are interested, please see Jun-

ior, Benjamin Rhoads. 

ALSO:   HAVE A PING PONG TABLE 

GATHERING DUST IN YOUR GARAGE?  

WANT TO PUT IT TO USE?  IF SO, 

PLEASE SEE BENJAMIN RHOADS 

ABOUT DONATING ONE TO VERITAS, 

AND WE PROMISE IT WILL BE PUT TO 

GOOD USE! 

Student Internships 

 

 

Veritas Juniors and Seniors, 

Caleb Elgut, Tim Folsom, Justin 
Hernandez, and Philip Zollos, 
are taking advantage of the 
help needed for the upcoming 
election by faithfully volun-
teering their afternoons, three 
times per week, at the Republi-
can Headquarters. Every Mon-
day, Wednesday, and Friday, 
these students leave campus 
early and head over to  Great 
Bridge to serve the John 
McCain campaign. Student 
interns provide a backbone of 
support for the Republican 
Party, by volunteering their 
time making phone calls and 
recruiting additional helpers. 

As most students at Veritas 
anticipate college in the future, 
they might want to consider 
applying for an internship or 
volunteer position. Some may 
wonder what an internship 
actually is.  An internship is a 
way to serve your community 
by offering hard work and  

 

time, with little or no expected 
compensation. Internships 
provide students with an op-
portunity to distance them-
selves from the pack, and dis-
tinguish themselves for the 
college admission process. 
Scoring an internship will give 
you a definite leg up on the 
competition when applying to 
the university of your choice, 
plus it might help narrow your 
choice of majors, as you will 
already have some work ex-
perience under your belt, as 
well as knowledge in a particu-
lar field.  Entering into volun-
teer-based work environment 
provides an excellent way to 
serve the community while 
learning valuable lessons from 
professionals.  

There are numerous types of 
internships students can par-
ticipate in, ranging from serv-
ing law firms and political of-
fices, to serving at local hospi-
tals, many of which can be 
found within close proximity of 
the school.  

Pursuing a volunteer position 
is a sacrifice, but well worth it.   

It strengthens your vision for 
the future, provides you with 
experience, and at the same 
time, serves the community. 

By Philip Zollos 

Table Tennis    
Anyone? 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/99/Olympic_pictogram_Table_tennis.png&imgrefurl=http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Image:Olympic_pictogram_Table_tennis.png&h=300&w=300&sz=6&hl=en&start=5&um=1&usg=__0G


MY FAIR LADY, A “MORE THAN FAIR” MUSICAL 
By David Elgut, 7th Grade 

 

 
tween Professor Higgens, 
the rich man, and his friend, 
Col. Pickering.  The bet is 
that he can make this poor 
flower girl a lady in a few 
weeks.  It was an interesting 
play which had terrific songs 
and great dance numbers. 

The acting was great.  I 
really enjoyed both the ac-
tors, as well as the charac-
ters they played.  The char-
acter of Alfred Doolittle, 
Eliza’s father, played by ac-
tor Mark Peckham, was es-
pecially entertaining.  He 
played the role with a lot of 
humor and energy.  Another 
character which stood out 
was that of Freddy Eysford-
Hill, a young man who liked 
Eliza and was rich.  Played 
by actor Jamie LaVerdiere, it 
was  a great role which pro-
vided funny moments, espe-
cially after a very serious 
one, when Eliza left Profes-
sor Higgens. 

The costumes and scenery 
made me feel like I was back 

in London in the year 1912.  It 
was very interesting that the 
play was set around the mu-
sic.  There were two big pi-
anos in the middle of the 
stage.   

From my perspective, the 
audience loved it.  They were 
excited and at times laughed 
a lot.  In my opinion, it was a 
really exciting play, which, 
though it was three hours 
long, never was dull or bor-
ing.  In the end, though, it 
was a little sad, that the play 
never explained what hap-
pened to Eliza Doolittle.  We 
never found out if she mar-
ried Professor Higgens, or 
they were just friends.  This 
was the only disappointing 
aspect of the show, other-
wise it was great! 

On Wednesday, October 1, 
2008, the students of Veritas 
Christian Academy visited 
the Welles Theater in Nor-
folk.  The purpose of the trip 
was to view the play, “My fair 
Lady.”  This play was per-
formed by the members of 
the Virginia Stage Company. 

Based on the book Pyg-
malian by author George 
Bernard Shaw, the musical 
revolved around a story 
about a young woman of 
common background who 
becomes a lady at the end.  
Eliza Doolittle, the main 
character, is a poor flower 
girl who is approached by a 
rich man who studies lan-
guages.  A bet is made be- 7th Grader, David Elgut, Center, brings 

new perspective to the play 
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