
After the war, President Wash-
ington proclaimed a day of 
thanks to God for giving them 
freedom from their oppressors. 

In 1863, Thanksgiving was 
finally made a national holiday 
by President Lincoln. The focus 
of the first official Thanksgiving 
Day was prayer for forgiveness 
of the nation’s sins and that God 
would sustain and reunite the 
broken nation. From this point 
on, Thanksgiving Day has been 
observed as a national holiday 
by our country.  

Thanksgiving Day’s focus had 
always been prayer and giving 
thanks to God, until our country 
turned away from Him. Without 
God, it becomes nothing but a 
superficial celebration. So re-
member this Thanksgiving Day 
to focus on thanking God first 
for all that he has blessed us 
with, and pray that our country 
will once again find the true 
meaning of the holiday. 

To all in the Veritas Community, let 
me wish you a Happy Thanksgiving. 
 
While I'm looking forward to turkey 
and all the trimmings, I'll try to re-
member that there is more to the day 
than eating....football, falling fast 
asleep on the couch,…and waking 
up early the next day to devour the 
Black Friday bargains. It's a day to 
give thanks. A day to give thanks for 
all those we love. A day to give 
thanks for all that we have. A day to 
give thanks for all that we are.  

Thanksgiving Day is the holiday 
with which we generally associate 
with feasting, spending time with 
our families, and thanking God. 
However, over the years, our coun-
try has abandoned God and, for the 
most part, no longer makes Him an 
important part of the holiday.  

The first Thanksgiving in America 
was in Plymouth, less than a year 
after the settlers arrival in the New 
World. The first winter they experi-
enced there took the lives of nearly 
half of the settlers, as many starved 

to death because of the harsh 
growing conditions and very 
small food supply.  However, in 
the summer of 1621, the settlers 
had an abundant harvest of corn, 
an event that instigated the re-
joicing of everyone. Governor 
William Bradford called for a 
three day feast to celebrate and 
thank God for the harvest and, 
ultimately, their survival. 

During the Revolutionary War 
eight days were set aside by the 
American army to thank God for 
carrying them through the deadly 
winters and for their victories. 
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